Wihat is Sehool Readiniess?

School readiness is a measure of how prepared a child is to succeed in school, cognitively, socially
and emotionally. Just as there is an achievement gap in school performance, there is a school
readiness gap that separates disadvantaged children from their more affluent peers, As early as
18 months, low-income children begin to fall behind in vocabulary development and other skills
critical for school success. Parents play an enormous role in closing this gap, as do daycare

providers, pediatricians and
preschools programs.

Why Does it Matter?

Students who are unprepared to
start school often fall behind in
reading, leaving them unable to read
well by the end of 3™ grade. To reach
these children, we need to engage
parents, promote preschool
programs and invest in good quality
child care. Research shows that
learning begins long before a child
enters kindergarten. Children, even
infants soak up words, rhymes,
songs and images. At age @ months,
researchers found little difference
between low-income kids and their
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more affluent peers. But by 24 months, the lower-income children were losing ground in five key
cognitive and language skills, including the words they understood and spoke, their listening and
comprehension abilities, their discrimination skills and early counting.

Vocabulary development is particularly important, with studies showing that vocabulary
differences at age 3 predicted scores on language assessments at age 9. Researchers found that
vocabuiary development among infants whose parents were from welfare, working class, and
college-educated backgrounds were about the same until 18 months, at which point they began
to diverge significantly, with children of the college-educated learning far more words by age 3.
One study put the gap at 30 million words. By age 5, a typical middle class child recognizes 22
letters of the alphabet, compare to 9 for a low-income child. And 61 percent of low-income
children have no children’s books at home.

A child’s health, and the timely recognition of developmental delays, is another critical aspect of
school readiness. Doctors, care providers and preschool teachers play a key role. Also, preschools
need to align their work with the early elementary grades.




What are Communities Doing?

Encouraging parent engagement—Parents are their children’s first teachers, but don’t always
know the best ways to get them ready to start school. Schools are setting up parents’ academy to
teach them how to provide the verbal interaction and buiid the routines their children need to
succeed. These parents often

become leaders when their children
gEtociementanyaschionl, Disparities in Early Vocabulary Growth
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Setting early education -
milestones: Many states are extending the standards movement to guidelines for the early
years. In Georgia, educators and social service providers have created a set of milestones for
different stages of development—and then tracking student progress through the primary grades.
The Georgia Early Education Alliance for Ready Students includes civic and business leaders.

Visiting low-income families at home: Communities across the country use visiting nurse
programs to check on the health and development of children with little access to health care.
Springfield, Mass is launching a program that will bring public school teachers to two public
housing complexes to help parents build their children’s literacy skills and encourage other steps
to improve school readiness.

Aligning preschool programs with the primary grades: New Jersey is building a system that
brings low-income children to prekindergarten as early as age 3 and ensures that what they learn
there aligns with the kindergarten through 3™ grade curriculum in the public schools.

Launching early literacy campaigns: New Britain, Conn., introduced its Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading last fall with state, local and philanthropic support. The campaign aims to engage
parents, community services and educators to ensure children are reading well by the end of 3™
grade.
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Though you don‘t spend the day in your INFGRMATION YOU MIGHT SHARE

child’s classroom, you'te an important There are some facls that only you may be able to provide!
Your child’s teacher will be beétter able to create a great

part ofit. A strong home-school connection cdlassroom experience if he or she knows:
sets the stage for school success. Parents  + your child's special strengfhs and talents

and teachers are key players on kids’ * What inferests and motivates her
= Challenges he'sfacing or ways in which he’s struggling

learning teams!
+ Whether you speak another language athome
Talking with your child’s teacher is a great {bilingualism is grect for kids’ learning expetience)
oppor’runh‘y to build this parfnership andto + Schedulipg orlog?sﬂml ch.allenges you may face athome
hel hild 1 dthrive | {such as issues with morning schedules)
iR Y20 El eam., grow, and thrive in = _..and family stories thaf can give your child’s teacher
the classroom learning environment. Insights into your family’s culture.

. . ...AND STAY INVOLVED ALL YEAR LONG!
QUFSTIONS you MIGH‘I:ASR * Check your child's backpack, cubby, nofes posted in the
Talking openly will help you and your child's teacher become classroom, and the feacher’s website forinformation,
yearlongteammates. Conslderasking: updates, and notices for events.

* What are your goals for my child? » Consider joining a school parent group, and make
= What skills do you expect kidsto learn throughoutthe year?  connections with other families in your child's class.
¢« Howwould you describe your feaching style? * Tall with your child about what she is doing in schoo!.

Extend the learning by visiting places in the community

* What can | do at home to help my child in scheol and how
. {such as fibraries and museums).

can | support her school success?
* What's the bestwayto get infouch with you?
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i Developmental Screenings

' Bath Area Family Resource Center, 216 Maple Heights, Bath
Haornell Area Family Resource Center, 71 Buffalo St., Hornell
Addison Jennie Mose Family Resource Center, 14 South Street, Addison
Corning Nonnie Hood Parent Resource Center, 300 Civic Center Plaza

Available for children ages 1 1/2 months through 5 1/2 years. The American
Academy of Pediatrics recommends comprehensive child development
screenings at ages 9 months, 18 months and 26 months.

- WHATYOU WILL LEARN

IE?cls-r:y---tcx-a.ls-;e Smpem Jng Questionnaire
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. Understand and n?lebrate early
childhood develﬂpment milestones
. Identify areasin: peed of practice
. Receive activities to promote ¢hild
development T

- Track your child’s development! |
Inquire within or cali fm apgmlntment

Bath- 607-776-4123 X5650 Cornmg 607-936- 3337
Hornell -607-324-1304 x1744 Aiidison—607-359-3839
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